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MR. RADENBERG: Today is November 27th, 
2001. I'm Paul Radenberg with the Fire 
Department, City of New York. The time is 
now 0656 hours. I am conducting an 
interview with -- 

EMT ZARR: Kathryn Zarr, paramedic, 
Battalion 22, Station 52. 

MR. RADENBERG: This interview is being 
conducted regarding the events of September 
11th, 2001. Also present for the interview 
is -- 

MR. SAMOJEDNY: Eugene Samojedny, Fire 
Department, City of New York. 

MR. RADENBERG: This interview is being 
conducted at EMS Battalion 22. 

Q. Kathy, if you can start from when you 
were assigned to the job. 

A. We're stationed out here in Staten 
Island, and when the first plane hit they 
mobilized some of the units to go out to 
Manhattan. I guess that's part of their preplan 
for MCIs. 

While we were in the tunnel on the way 


there, the second plane had hit, and we didn't 
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know it until we pulled out of the tunnel and 
somebody had advised us later on that the second 
plane hit. 

They told us to put our vehicle on 
Liberty Avenue right by West Street, right on the 
corner there, and set up a secondary triage area 
because they were expecting burn patients and 
everything else. So we parked our vehicle, and 
behind the building there was an alcove. We set 
up all of our equipment as far as a triage area. 

So after that was done, we were just 
hanging out, waiting to see what was going to 
happen next or when we were going to get any 
patients. 

I know Chief Grant was there from 
Battalion 22 on that corner with us. His aide 
was there. There was some units also here from 
Staten Island, but they were the voluntary units. 
I think one was from Bayley Seton and one from 
St. Vincent's, I believe, and a Richmond County 
ambulance, one of the private ambulettes out 
here. For some reason they sent a truck up there 
as well. 


Once that was done, like I said, we 
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were just hanging out, not really doing much of 
anything. We were watching the buildings and 
watching the people jumping from the buildings. 
The next thing you know, we heard this rumble, we 
looked up and tower two was coming down. 

We were able to run maybe half a block 
before we got overtaken by the debris cloud. I 
lost my partner and most of the other people 
there, and I got thrown into one of the alcoves 
of the building from the wave. 

After a few minutes of hanging out in 
blackness, I figured I had to start walking to 
try to get at least oriented. I found a fireman. 
He was nice enough to give me a couple hits off a 
Scott pack to try to get some air at least. I 
don't know if you were there during any of this. 

Q. No, not that morning. 
A. It was like breathing sand. You 
couldn't catch a breath at all. 

Once I got that, I turned around, found 
my ambulance again. I had to turn back, and you 
actually had to be on top of the truck before you 
could actually see any of the numbers. That's 


how black it was. You couldn't see your hand in 
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front of your face. 

I took all the respirator masks we have 
M-95s. I took them all out of the truck, put one 
on myself and just went back out and trying to 
find everybody again and just pass them out to 
whomever you could find. 

I found one captain. I don't remember 
her name. I started finding the people that we 
went down there with. Just handed out whoever 
didn't have a mask, handed out masks. As we were 
trying to find out equipment, get everything 
reorganized again, the next tower came down. 

We got overcome by the debris cloud 
again, wound up at the end of -- I'm not sure if 
it's West End Street where the water hits it. I 
wound up down there with a whole bunch of 
Civilians. I took out whatever 02 tanks we had 
from the truck, put it inside one of the 
buildings that they opened up for us, and just 
started treating the asthmatics or whatever else 
found their way down there. 

Then they evacuated the area because of 
the gas leak, and they started dumping everybody 


on harbor boats. 
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Q. Right. 

A. Well, they wanted to take us over to 
Jersey. I knew there was a triage area over in 
Manhattan, the ferry. 

Q. Right, Battery Park. 

A. Yeah. My brother happens to be a 
harbor pilot, so the guy was nice enough to 
transport me to the ferry instead of to Jersey. 

So we made our way over there with 
whatever 02 tanks we could carry, and I wound up 
over at the south ferry, treating whoever came in 
over there. I don't remember what time I got 
there. It was well after the second collapse and 
after they started evacuating people for some 
sort of gas leak. 

Q. Who was your partner that day? 

A. Mark Harris. 

Q. Mark Harris. 

When you went into Manhattan, you said 
you went through the tunnel. You went through 
the Battery Tunnel? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember how you came up? 


A. We made a right-hand turn, and all you 
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saw was airplane parts and body parts in the 
street. 

Q. You were coming up north on West Side 
Highway? 

A. Yes. We made a left onto Liberty, and 
we ended up I believe it was right here, because 
I remember the street that we were on. They 
parked us on the corner on Liberty, but I 
remember the street we were on. We drove down 
the street to get away from anything else that 
might have happened as far as the debris cloud 
and stuff. It was a dead end. We drove 
ourselves into a dead end, and that's where the 
water was. 

Q. Okay. That was probably coming down 
here South End Avenue? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So your staging area was on Liberty 
between West and South? 

A. Right. 

Q. You said you had seen Chief Grant. 

A. And his aide Mary. 

Q. And his aide. Do you remember seeing 


any other EMS personnel at that triage area? 
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A. Yeah, but I don't know who they were. 
They left me to set up the area while they were 
doing other things, because it was a secondary 
area and they knew they had another one set up I 
think in front of the building or in the lobby of 
the building itself. So what they were going to 
do was use us as the secondary point. So they 
left me with -- 

MR. RADENBERG: The interview is 
paused. 

(Interruption. ) 

MR. RADENBERG: The time is now 0827 
hours. We are resuming the interview. All 
parties indicated at the beginning of the 
tape are present. 

Q. So triage was here on Liberty between 
South End and West. When the tower collapsed or 
the first tower two collapsed, do you remember 
which way you went at that point, who was with 
you? 

A. I had one of the girls from Richmond 
County ambulance with me. Where everybody else 
went, I have no idea. Everybody just started 


scattering. I had to stop because she had 
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fallen. I picked her up. As I did that, that 
cloud just came around the corner. So I think we 
were running on End Avenue. Which end? 

Q. That's South End. 

A. South End. We were running this way. 

Q. South. 

A. Right. I made it not even half a block 
before that cloud caught up. She wound up diving 
under a city bus, and there was an alcove. The 
pressure of the cloud pushed me into the alcove. 
So that's where I wound up. 

Q. Do you have any idea where your partner 
was at this point? 

A. None whatsoever. None whatsoever. 

Q. When you first arrived on the scene and 
was setting up the triage area, was he still -- 

A. Yeah, he was driving that day, so he 
was positioning the ambulance and stuff while I 
was positioning all the equipment. I guess I had 
most of the techs from the different trucks, 
whatever the techs were that day. We were all 
setting up inside with the chairs and stuff. We 
were trying to set up in case we got a lot of 


patients and stuff. 
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Q. So basically as far as you know through 
the first collapse Mark was still at the vehicle? 

A. Yeah, I had no idea where he was after 
that first collapse. I had no idea where he 
went. After the collapse, like I said, it took a 
minute for me to find where everything was. But 
I went back to the vehicle to get those masks, 
and there was nobody there. The back door of the 
vehicle, it was open. So there was like soot and 
debris and stuff all inside the truck and 
everything else. 

But I had no idea where he was. It 
took a while for the dust to settle, literally 
for the dust to settle, for us to even see and to 
try to find everybody. After a while I did find 
him and see him and then lost him again when the 
second collapse happened. 

Q. In between the two collapses when you 
found him, where were you? 

A. Trying to find all our equipment. We 
were back to where -- 

Q. Back at triage? 

A. Back to where the triage was. We went 


back to try to find all the equipment. Because 
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the first building came down, I didn't think the 
second one is going to come down. I don't know 

why we didn't think so. I guess we didn't want 

to believe it would come down. 

We were trying to find everything to 
reset everything up, because now definitely there 
are going to be a lot of people hurt. 

Q. Right. 

So you found Mark back at the triage 
area. Was he injured at all? 

A. No. None of us were. None of us were, 
which was a surprise. It felt like I hada 
sunburn. It looked like I had a sunburn from all 
the cuts, just the force of -- 

Q. The dust? 

A. -- the dust and stuff. You felt like 
you had glass all over you. Everything was all 
itchy and stuff. It must have been whatever was 
in the cloud. 

Q. Now, when the second building came 
down, do you remember which -- I guess you and 
Mark split up again or? 

A. No, he jumped into the vehicle. He had 


a fireman with him in the back of the truck, 
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trying to get the vehicle out of there. We 
caught him just before we took off with the 
vehicle. 

So I had somebody else who had escaped, 
one of the guys who had escaped from the first 
collapse. He worked in that building. He was 
also -- I teach EMTs out here on the island. He 
was one of my students, so I knew he was an EMT. 
He wanted to help. I said, "Okay. Stay with me. 
I don't know what's going to go on." He got into 
the back of the truck, and we ended up down by 
that water. 

Q. This way? 

A. Yeah, down here, which was only like 
two or three blocks. I didn't even realize it 
was a dead end. That's how much I know 
Manhattan. We ended up down at the end of the 
dead end. 

Q. The south end of South End Avenue at 
South Cove Park is where it dead ends. 

Mark was with you? He was driving the 
truck at that point? 

A. Right there, yeah. At that point he 


was there. 
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The cloud caught up to us. There was 
no getting away from that. But I took whatever 
oxygen tanks we had there, and there was a 
building that they had, they were doing 
construction on one of the buildings, and the guy 
opened it up. 

So all of the civilians and stuff that 
had congregated around there went into the 
building, whatever had to have their eyes washed. 
The guy was very nice. He just opened everything 
up for everybody. We threw some oxygen tanks in 
there. We had a couple of asthmatics that were 
having asthma attacks. We were treating them 
with whatever equipment we had left. 

Then they started evacuating everybody 
because of a gas leak, and that's where I totally 
lost Mark and I don't know where he went. It was 
just weird. 

Q. So it was from this area, from South 
Cove -- 

A. South Cove. 

Q. -- that you got on the boat? 

A. I got on the boat on the Manhattan side 


of the ferry terminal where the triage and 
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treatment area was. 


Q. The firefighter that was in the back of 


the truck -- there was a firefighter with Mark? 
A. Yeah. 
Q. But you don't know who he was or what 


company or anything like that? 

A. No, no. 

Q. When you made your way down here to 
South Cove now, do you recall, aside from you and 
Mark, any other EMS personnel being down there? 

A. Yes. There was a Staten Island 
University Hospital ambulance there. It was 
Mitch Powell and Danny Frazier. They emptied out 
their 02 tanks and gave them to me too. Like I 
said, we only had the two that were left from the 
truck because all our gear is buried now wherever 
the treatment area was all the way down by the 
towers. So they gave us whatever they had to try 
to help us out, and they were there. I don't 
know what happened to them after that. 

Q. Going back a little bit, before you got 
the job, you had mentioned a female captain. EMS 
captain? 


A. EMS captain. 
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Q. PD? 

A. It was a female EMS captain. She was 
in that area. I don't remember her name. 

Q. That was at the triage area when you 
first got there? 

A. Yes, when I first got there and after 
the first collapse I saw her. I didn't see her 
after the second collapse. I didn't see anybody 
after the second collapse. 

Q. Do you remember what she looked like at 
all? 

A. I just saw her again too, and I don't 
remember her name. I'm bad with names. I don't 
remember her name. She was a blonde, I guess in 
her forties. 

Q. Captain Deshore? 

A. That's it. She was just at that 
function in Manhattan at the hotel. 

Q. That's pretty much if for questions I 
have at this point. Anything else would like to 
add? Opinions? Comments? Anything of that 
nature? 

A. There's no comment. I don't know what 


to say about this. 
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When did you guys start doing the 


interviews? Just recently you started with all 


this? 

Q. A couple weeks ago. 

A. Because I've only been back to work for 
two weeks. 

Q. Yeah. A couple of weeks ago we 


started, probably about a month, actually, maybe 
a month and a half. 
A. Yeah, because I was out sick. I was 
out sick for two months. 
Q. Actually the beginning of October, 
somewhere around there. 
A. I didn't come back to work for about 
two weeks. 
Anything else? 
Q. No, no. 
MR. RADENBERG: The time is now 0837, 


and the interview is concluded. 


